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There is no hope of sharing in Christ's resurrection except we also share in
his death. We can only know the Resurrection as we are willing to die. We can
only receive new life when we are willing to let go of the olds Before Resurrection
comes death. This means more than ceasing to breath. It means to take upon oneself
the unique death of Jesus the Christ.

What does it mean for us to die; to take upon ourselves the unique death of Jesus

Christ?

It means, among other things, to die to the demand to be served and petted and pampered

Joesus Christ was not a man who had to be coddled and babyed. Claudine recently told
me of reading an article in which it was pointed out that the cause of many unhesppy
marriages is that each partner wants to be served. I suspect that these are both

some of the unhappy marriages that end in the divorce court and those that end in endless
years of boredom. Each partner wants to be privileged, to have his own way, to be
waited on and pampered. I once heard a famous man say that one of the secrets to his
happy homelife was that he and his wife tried to outdo each other in unselfishness.

They tried to see how much they could give one another not how much they coudd get.
They had a delightful 1if& year after year after yearo If we would have new life,
we must die to our demand to be served and petted and pampered,

If we would be resurrected, we must also die to the claims we have on the future.
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down his barns to build bigger barns. But he had even harsher words for those
so=-called religbous persons who used their religion as a means of acquiring God's
favor, so that God would be nice to them. It is idolatry and pagen to think that
God bargains to give us anything if we are righteous.

Do you remember reading about the Last Supper as recorded in the Gospel of Luke?
The disicples had an argument about which of them would be greatest in the kingdom.
Jesus made it plain that only the servants, only thos8 who had given up any claim
to greatness would be given the Kingdom. The Resurrected life is given to those who
are willing to die to all ofJims on the future.

And then we must be willing to die in the physical sense of the worde No man has
the option of whether he will die or not. But each of us must deﬂsﬁe how we will meet
death. To surrneder our bodies back to God in thankfulness is to die as &£ Jesus Christ.
We were not asked whether we wanted to be given life. It was a gift, & manifestation
of God's grace. And we shall not be asked if we want to be given death. This, too, %s
e gift, a manifestation of God's grace. Those who trust God through his revel tion
in Jesus Christ, those who arewilling to die, will be éiﬁéd raised from the dead in

new life,

We‘Agve just come through the season of Lent and the Week called Holy Yeek in
which we agein understend what it meant for Jesus the Christ to die to the demand
to be served, to die to any claim he might have on the future, to give up his
physical life. By faith in him we trust that if we toop are willing to die, we shall be
raised from the dead by Godg our Fatherse

Who is our God? He is the one who has walked into the jaws of death itself and ocome
out mastere To trust this God is to have eternal life. To die before this God is to

here and now be delidvered from the power of death and be raised up to walk in newness

r
of life.



